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birth among the lists of victims \vho perished before
1555, except that the privileged classes escaped the
persecution the weight of which fell on their poorer
brethren.

The first minister of the Church of Paris, which
was founded by a noble, was the son of a rich and
dignified magistrate of Dijon; honourable women
were among its earliest martyrs. The first converts
in Dauphiny were of gentle birth. The Kdict of
Fontaincbleau (1540) speaks of the favour and sup.
port received by the heretics from men of rank. In
Brittany the nobles welcomed the new teaching
which was rejected by the ignorant and supersti-
tious peasantry.

The rapid diffusion of their doctrines among the
upper classes and the consciousness of the sympathy
and support of men of great position probably gave
the Huguenots a boldness remarkable in a small
and persecuted minority : but it would be altogether
erroneous to imagine that they were an oligarchical
faction. The strength of the Protestants ahvays lay
among the trading and professional classes and the
country gentry. From these classes came the men
who were the first to embrace a simpler faith and
who clung to It after great nobles, courtiers and
statesmen had fallen away. At the Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes not many Schom bergs and
Ruvignys passed the frontiers, but thousands of
skilful artisans, frugal tradesmen and honourable
merchants.

The most significant, and to the orthodox the
most alarming, symptom of the diffusion of the new